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I raised my voice to the doctor--I was overwrought--very upset, and Dr. Tompkins
never said a word but got up and walked out. I thought, "Now I've done it--made
him mad by yelling at him." Later, I found what he actually did when he walked
away, was go and cancel the operation for Henry. As the hour approached midnight,
the ward was cleared of the other three patients, their beds wheeled out, so I could
be with Henry and the family members. The nurse in attendance kept putting
Henry's oxygen mask in place--Henry pulled it off a few times. She told me to keep
talking to him, that the hearing was the last to go, and he was listening to all.
Everything I have ever said or wanted to say to him, I said then. I told him I loved
him--many times--and asked him, as I had previously, weeks be? fore- -to never,
never leave me--and, if he could, to come back and live with me in the house we
built together. He nodded his head once or twice--like a wedding vow given. I held
his hand and got an answering, tho' very weak, squeeze back. Watching him fight to
stay alive was a moment to be imprinted on my mind forever. Oh, he wanted so
much to live--and during those last moments, I prayed so earnestly for him to die!
AUGUST 29,1991 They gave him morphine three or four times while I was there
and, after each injec? tion, he stopped struggling and twisting his head and
clutching his neck. At least, he seemed calmer, but the noises coming from him
during each anguished breath, made my heart ache with love and compas? sion for
this courageous man. He beckoned me even closer. I put my ear to his mouth and
above the gasps and the rattles coming from him, I heard the words, "Thank you,
darling, for 46 wonderful years!" Then he .took his mask off, put it on the bed, and
mo? tioned with his hands for the nurse to stand back. I said, "Nurse, leave him
alone, he wants to go." I held him very close to me as I felt the last breath shud? der
through his body and his heart kick to a stop.... He wasn't breathing. The nurse
touched the bottom of his feet for any reaction, then went for someone--a lady
doctor--head nurse--I'm not sure. She felt the jugular vein, put the stethoscope to
his heart, then said, "Henry is dead." That was ex? actly at 2 am. I went down on my
knees and thanked God for taking him and giving him peace at last. Then I went
quietly home to begin a new lifestyle that I know I'll never really adjust to. It's a
case of go? ing on--I have no choice--but I will al? ways love and miss my dear old
man. Our continued thanks to Hilda Tipper iUlleczko for sharing her writing with us.
Our thanks as well to her friend Jean LeBlanc, 'SUBUJRY' 3 Great Locations to Serve
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$24.00 iss Out • Buy Your Tickets Today! TICKET OUTLETS: VOY THEATRE BOX
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