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There were good people, too. Don't forget that you were dealing in many, many
cases with--the people that worked in those plants were the salt-of-the-earth type,
you know. They weren't educated. Lots of them couldn't write their own name. But
they were still great people. Great people to be with. You learned a lot just being
with them, as far as that goes. (Were you always comfortable with them?) Oh, yeah.
Never had any problems that way. It was always on an equal basis, which is as it
should be. Never any great problems at all with--they were all second-generation
Newfoundland people. Most of them from the south coast of Newfoundland. Moved
over here when Newfoundland was still another country. Moved to Canada for a
better life. (Was there no attitude regarding just the resources difference between
the two of you? I mean, you are the fish buyer, and !' = JJ. BARRINGTON LTD.
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person.) Oh well, you're talking--I was talking about the plant worker types. But, it
just didn't seem to be that--it didn't seem to be too much of the attitude
where--"He's a fish buyer, he's out to screw us," and so on.... The darn things were
only worth so much mon? ey- -the fish. Codfish was 3 1/2C a pound, or 5C,
whatever. Right across Nova Scotia, from one end to the other. So the guy knew
what he was going to get before he ever went fishing. So there was never a
problem with the price changing daily, and if it didn't change, you're screwing me
type of thing. We had that type of situation in the swordfish business, because the
price was changing daily, and a lot of competition between the different buyers, and
whatnot else. So we might have had that. But not with the lowly codfish, groundfish
and the like, no. That was basically the same, pretty close to the same, right across
all of Nova Scotia. If you wanted to get a cent a pound more, take it to Yarmouth.
Laughs.   Carry it up there! So, there was never those problems. (Was there a lot of
competition between fish buyers? When you'd go to buy in a community, would
there be 6 or 7 other fish buyers right there, competing with you?) Not so much in
the groundfish busi? ness, because it was a very common prod? uct- -everybody
had it. In too many cases, the more you bought, the more money you lost. Because
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