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did with it?) So help me.... No.... I'll tell you what | did. | sold it for $12. and it cost
me about $18 to make it. And | sold it for 12. | didn't want to see it anymore. |
wanted to make a better one. Now that's what | mean by self-employment. You're
self-employed and you learn while you're working. And you'll never forget that. But
there's a lot of work. I'd never stop a person trying to learn something, even if they
spoil it, because it's the on? ly way to learn. That's the gospel truth, now, that's
true. I've studied the darn thing, see. | studied that. Now, if my fa? ther would have
been living, he wouldn't have let me make a boat. No, sir. I'd spoil that lumber, see.
That's the way it is. (So your father wasn't a teacher?) Oh. my father was just a
fisherman. He knew all about a boat, but he couldn't make one. | don't think. Could
repair one, but he couldn't make one. (What | mean is, he wouldn't teach you what
he knew.) Oh, no. no, no, no. No. All the old peo? ple, they were to save, not to
promote any? thing. If they could save some? thing it was a victory for them. Never
mind what you learned. You get me? My father was a fisherman in the Iv THE
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SYDNEY 564-4444 States. They were pogy fishermen. Mostly all the settlers here,
they were going po? gy fishing in the spring. They'd fish for about eight months,
then they'd come home and they'd stay home in the winter. (What's pogy fishing?)
Pogy is a fish that they make fish meal with it. It's a fat, fat fish. And that's what the
factories make fertilizer with. My father was one of them that he'd work for
somebody else and get the money and that's it. He was a good fisherman, a good
mender and everything for nets and that. He wouldn't even show us how to mend a
net, see. Never showed me.... How in the hell could you do it when you don't study
it? But he could do that. See, he had learned that up there (in the States). (Did you
want to know how to do it?) Well, | was young. When he died | was only 17. I've
been making my living since I'm 12 years old. | was farming, cutting lumber. My fa?
ther had an ox. You've seen a pair of oxen that's on TV sometimes for show. Well,
this was only a single ox. One. | used to work for people. I'd haul perhaps about 80
cords of wood in the wintertime for different people. I'd haul coal from the wharf....
The lighthouse | had (on Hawk Island) didn't give you a living. | used to go ashore. |
had a little farm ashore and, of course, | was coming home every day. But | turned
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