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says Charlie, "yes, there's a woman!" "No, you're fooling," | says. "Look at her then,
sitting on my bed!" We went in and the woman was there all right. (Laughter.) He
got a scare. Duncan Fortune had a brown moustache, and he always used to wear
a brown coat and a brown hat. Sometime later, he died at his brother's place. It was
beginning to get dark one evening, and Charlie went out to see to the cows in the
barn. (Duncan's old brown hat and coat were still at our house,) and | put them on
and | sneaked out. Charlie went up to the scaffold, and started to put the hay out. |
sneaked in. Charlie looked down, and who's there in the corner, but me in the coat
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the (pitch) fork, and it pretty near went in me! He ran out of the barn and into
the house. He told Jim's mother that he saw Duncan Fortune in the barn. "Ach,
go away," she said. "Yes, he had the brown coat and hat on his head. | threw the
fork, jumped off the scaffold, and | ran inside." (In the meantime,) | ran into the
toilet, and | took the coat and everything off. | came out of the toilet, and | came
into the porch. Charlie told me, "l saw Duncan, | saw Duncan Fortune! He was in
the barn with the brown coat and everything, and | almost put the fork in him!" |
said, "You can't put a fork in a ghost." He was clear blue scared. And after that,
Charlie wouldn't go out anymore after dark to feed the cows. (Laughter.) Oh, | was
bad! (Laughter.) Our thanks to Leonard MacLellan, who collected these stories from
Mary Ann. He told us about his method. He used to go to the house and read her
stories from the Cape Breton Book of the Night. "You know," he told us, "there's an
old saying: The visitor tells the first tale, and the host tells tales till dawn." After
Another Night was published, he used that book to get the sto? ries flowing from
Mary Ann. We were honoured to hear of his tactics ¢ using books published by
Breton Books! Leonard collected these stories when Mary Ann was 96. He told us
that she "still loves to hear and tell a good story, as do her ten nieces and nephews,
27 grand nephews and nieces, and thirteen great-grand nephews and nieces." Our
thanks to Jeff MacDonald who, with the help of his neigh? bours, transcribed and
translated the Gaelic song about the wedding. r Oceon Jlentolsltd. Contractors
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