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Joe Nugent, Inspector of Mines, Ret'd. from a Conversation in New Waterford with
His Grandson, Donald Nugent This article is another example of Family His-
tory--one of those rare moments when we get to hear the memories that members
of a family typically share only with one another. Other examples of Family History
in Cape Breton's I/lagazine}NOu6 include Chris Fitt's article about her mother, Lizzie
Belle Grant (Issue 56), and IMurdoch J. McPhee's history of his people in Ontario and
Stephen Patrick Sampson's story of his own life (Issue 61). When asked about his
interest in mine safety, Joe Nugent told his grandson: My earliest recollection of a
coal mining disaster dates back to when | was going on five years of age. We
received a telegram while we were living in St. John's, Newfoundland, that my
grandfather had been in that explosion and that he had not (yet) been located.
That was in 1917. When they brought , ¢ 'the message to the door ¢ it was in
the evening, late in the evening--I didn't know what was going on. But my
mother was crying and | heard them talking about the miners being trapped in the
explosion in No. 12 Colliery (in New Waterford), and that 19 Newfoundlanders
were also trapped and dead. They were taken home on the New? foundland ferry
Kyle. In 1921 | came back to Cape Breton, and | was very close to my
grandfather all the time. (Joe's grandfather did survive the explosion.) We went
everjrwhere, and he took me around to show me the coal mines. He was
particularly interested in telling Planning ahtadcan offer peace of mind. We
encourage you to consider funeral prearrangement and invite you to call or send for
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generations of service me about the monument (that is) now in New Waterford on
the main street, at the en? trance of town. It was previously put down at the bottom
of Mahon and Ellsworth Ave? nue in a field there. That's the first place it was put.
(See page 67.) So even at seven years of age | didn't know too much about coal
mines, but | was interested. So this is what he told me about it. He said that in the
morning of the 17th he went to work. He always went to work at quarter-to-five in
the morning; he was always practically the first man at the mine. So that morning
there was a lit? tle bit of activity going around about some kind of a situation that
was not re? vealed and had to do with gas. After a while he was assigned (by the
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