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on the bull's back, and away he went. And I suppose he went over a cliff
somewhere, and that was the end.  Oh, (John Maclsaac) he'd act that one, he'd
make it so darn real, you'd imagine that you were seeing the people that were there
when this happened. He had it real real good.  But there were a lot of his stories I
couldn't learn, I couldn't remember them all, I couldn't learn them. There was one
special story that I couldn't learn at all because he spoke in low tones. And when
you miss a piece here and there in the story, the story's no more good to you. It's
just like a page out of a book. If there's a page torn out of a book, well you haven't
got that--you don't know what happened. If you even had an idea of what could
happen, you might build up on it, but when you lose that much, you haven't got
anything to work with....  And it was so hard to follow him, on a hard story or a
difficult story, it was so hard to follow him. He spoke softly and low, and if
somebody made a little noise or something. And you watched him when he went
through a kind of a performance, milking the cow or something. You would miss a
word here or there, and that was putting you astray. But his stories were  1D  THE
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 real good. He didn't tell that many. Of course, it would take a long time--there'd be
a lot of time going in between the sto? ries. After he'd tell a story, they'd talk for
awhile back and forth, and then he'd think of another story, and he'd tell an? other
one. But he'd finally end up with that long story, and that was the best of them all.
But it was, like I said, it was so hard to follow--if a person only had a recorder at the
time to get his voice,and then you could read up on it. You could in? crease it, you
could come up high enough.  (It didn't matter if he told the same story a second
time.) Oh no, it didn't. As often as you heard that story, it wouldn't mat? ter. You'd
still enjoy it. (And the others as well--not just yourself?) Well, most of them, I guess.
But then, the great trouble with the stories, a lot of them, we'd take them for
granted, we'd hear them so often.  Now, there was a MacLean up here at Irish Vale;
he had a lot of short stories, and they were good, too. And I suppose he used to
doctor them up a bit himself perhaps at times. But then, if you'd learn a story off
him, it was easy enough to use one form or the other. If he told it in a certain way at
one time--if he changed it a lit? tle, well, you could either leave it the way he told it
first, or you could make a little change in it, it didn't matter. But we heard his
stories so darned often that we weren't learning them, because we didn't have to.
You heard them. I would go there on a certain night, and he had visi? tors, and he'd
tell that story. Well then, maybe he was after telling that same story a night that I
was visiting, and he told me that story. And the second time I heard it, there were
some other people in. Then for the third time, there was another vis? itor or two at
the house, he'd tell that story. Well, I could hear it so often that there was no need
of learning it--I could have it anywheres, the same as if it was in a book. I didn't
have to try to learn it because you'd hear it so often, the same as if it was in a book.
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