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years ago and, without reading them or any other help, they stayed with you all
these years?) Well, some of them stayed with me pretty well. Of course, there were
a couple that stayed with me. Aw, but you'd lose them over the years, when you got
out of the habit of telling those stories.... | was reading them--I knew that part, |
heard that from the person before. But then I'd find another part. And that was
(what) he had in another story. Or he had a part in it that didn't seem to follow up in
that one. They were pretty hard to straighten them away. (If you were
alone--perhaps this was years ago--if you were alone and you'd think of a story,
would you ever try telling it aloud to yourself?) Well, | don't know if I'd go that far.
But | could go over it. (Did you try entertaining yourself?) Oh yes, oh well, yes, I'd be
liable to go over the story, and trying to think of it--how did that part go. Maybe,
well, if | had notes of it, or if | had the book or any? thing, I'd go over it that way for
sure. (I had thought that there was a storehouse of stories that you had, that you
hadn't told for a good many years. But that sort of, when people got interested in
them again, well, that brought them up to you.) Well, that's the only way | could get
back, was to think about the stories. Oh, | was down to one or two stories, once
upon a time | was down to one or two stories. But then | got back into. And of
course, picking them up out of the books. And they were written in English. But then
| trans? lated them to Gaelic. And | started tell? ing them, the same as if | had
known them for years. And some of them | did know, but I'd lost, but I'd got them
back again. And then | found stories here and there that belonged to parts that |
heard from this man and the other. You see, there were so many stories being
told--people had frag? ments. And | didn't realize at the time, when | was hearing a
lot of those stories-- | didn't realize that they were fragments, or most of them. Well,
| thought they would be just a complete story, that he started from the very first
start, and that he told the story. But in many cases, he left pieces out. Or he started
up a good ways up on the story; where he should have started it with, say, on page
1, he started up maybe on page 5 or 6, as he went through. And then, there were
some people told stories-- and however, they had them all different. | found those
sto? ries. | found a part in a cer? tain story when APPLE Auto Glass SERVICE
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But then when | made one story out of what | saw in a book, and told that story,
well, it was all right, it was going on tape, and it was recorded, and it was in the ar?
chives, it's preserved then. When it came to, well, "Did you hear that story or did
you read that story?"--well, that's anoth? er angle. You take, in the School of Scot?
tish Studies (in Scotland), they're re? cording over there. Well, (when | was there) I'd
have to tell, if | could, where | heard it, and did | read the story or did | hear it from
somebody, or if I did, who did | hear it from, and all. When you're, working along
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those lines, it's hard. (You told me about Maclsaac. We didn't say too much about
Kate Kennedy, but as | re? member, Kate Kennedy was important to you at one
time.) Well yes, because | heard-- it was from Kate Kennedy that | got part of the
story of "John, the Son of the Big Fisherman." | heard her telling part of that story.
And then | heard another man, Angus MacMillan, he told that story, most of it. But
there was a part missing. So, between what | got from her, and what was in the
book, and what | got from the other man, | was able to complete the story. That's
why Kate Kennedy was so valuable, because she had a certain part in that story.
(That's a long story. | can see how even a part of it would make a good story.) Yes.
You see, it was where the three ani? mals were feeding at the river, or wherever
you came across three of them feeding--the falcon and the otter and the dog. Well,
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