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6 years old--at 5 years I was hearing stories, sure. I remember hearing a couple of
stories when I was about 5 years old. I knew them when I saw them in print later on,
I knew them.  (So you don't think of yourself as a good storyteller.) Well no, not the
best, no no. Only what's left of the storytell? ers. But no. No no, I'm not the best at
all. The best storytellers are gone....  A lot of people that talk about good
storytellers--they were good reciters, they were real good. But, they're gone. We
haven't those people with us any more. The Kennedys, for instance, and John
Maclsaac. And this other fellow, this Angus MacMillan. Well, I got part of the story of
the Big Fisherman's son, I got part from him, and the other part from Kate Kennedy.
That's where I got that story. And the other part in the book. So I made a story out
of the whole works. I combined the whole thing and made a long story of it....  That
was the first great loss the stories had: there were a few people good to tell stories,
but they just referred to them and let it go at that. (You mean they themselves
stopped telling them.) Yes. A lot of them could have told those stories. I'm sure a lot
of them could have kept on telling some of those stories, and they'd preserve them.
It was only the old people that were left....  At another time,   Joe had given  us  this
warning as well:  There's an awful lot of good material. I've lost so much that I didn't
get around to picking up enough ma? terial. The little material that I kind of
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