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ment reprieved two other murderers. A report from April 1789 noted that some
convicts were seen "lurking about Halifax," and we know that Luke Keegan of
Mainadieu kept a young boy as a servant.'' Although we assume the authorities
brought the remaining twenty convicts from Mainadieu to Sydney, there is no
record of this event. In all likelihood, the local population absorbed some convicts as
servants and settlers. The Home Secretary Lord Grenville admits as much in
October 1789 when he refers to the "convicts employed in Cape Breton as no longer
a Burthen on the public."'*  The British Treasury eventually paid ??567 for the
support and maintenance of the convicts, about ??60 less than Captain Debon? ham
received to transport them in the first place. Despite Gren? ville's petition, the Irish
authorities failed to punish the captain for his callous abandoning of the convicts on
a desolate headland.  Inasmuch as Captain Debonham planned to avoid discovery
or notoriety, his action that December afternoon led to a major shift in British
foreign policy, the naming of Cape Breton's "Convict Point," and the tale's passage
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Cape Breton A  Charles A. Burke has here added new information to an article he
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delivered as "Irish Convict Transportation to Cape Breton, 1788" at the Irish Cultural
Symposium in Louisbourg, August 1995; and, with additions, as a talk to the Old
Sydney Society, March 1997, called "Rascals Enough Upon the Island."  The drawing
of convicts on their way to Australia, and the list of crimes punishable by
transportation, were found on the Internet.  Mr. Burke is an archeologist at Fortress
of Louisbourg National Historic Site. He reminds us that the Irish convict trade used
the same captains and ships as the slave trade to Ghana. He first heard the story of
Irish convicts from his father's un? cles in Baleine, and hopes this article will help
stir up family memories of re? lated traditions among our readers.  trom ttie 
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Room  Big Pond, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia  (Approx. 25 Miles West of Sydney on
Hwy. #4)  Originally a one room school house,  the Tea Room was purchased  by
singer/songwriter Rita MacNeil  in the early '80s where she lived  with her family for
several years.  As Rita's popularity grew,  her supporters would come  to the small
village of Big Pond  to have a cup of Tea with Rita  (Rita's favourite beverage). 
Eventually, it became so popular  that Rita decided to convert her house  into the
Tea Room.  Come visit the Tea Room and enjoy:   •  Baked goods. Sandwiches  and
Rita's Tea Room Blend Tea   •  Display room of Rita's awards and photographs   •
Gift shop  Open: June 1st - October 15th  9 a.m. - 7 p.m. (7 days a week)  Phone:
(902) 828-2667  19
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