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them. The leeches. And we were the only ones in town who could keep them alive.
Come the winter, the frost--you couldn't get any. And you know where we kept
them? We kept them in our bed! In those big glass jars. With water. And we covered
those leeches under a down (comforter) so they kept warm because the
house--winters were very severe in Poland. And from time to time we'd take them
out, a few times a week, | think; and my father would wash them. We used to help.
We had a big (col- lander) --you know (what they had) in the DON'S FLOWERS
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the flour--so we put the leeches in that. They were slimy in it. SO we washed them
out, rinsed them, and then we'd put in clean water. We'd throw out the dead
leeches and put the live (ones) in the jar, bring them back to bed! He was very
good with it, so he used to be called a lot to sick people. He always would (work
with) the doctors. They would say exactly where to put the leech--you know, he had
to know a special place to put the leech because if he didn't know it it could have
cut a vein. (Leeches suck the blood, is that right?) They suck the blood, they suck
the infection, they suck all the infected blood. Sometime if you had a blood clot--you
had to know just ex? actly where to put it to suck that blood clot out. Now you have
operations and oth? er ways of doing it, but so many years ago that's what they
were using.... He was very known for doing that kind of work. And they called him
not only in the city; they used to send for him from the small villag? es. The farmers
used to send wagon and horses to bring him to the house, and they'd bring him
back. And when they didn't have enough money they used to give him apples. In
the wartime, it was more impor? tant to get food. They used to bring him all kinds of
food from the farm--butter, eggs, milk, cheese. After? ward, for gratitude. After they
paid, even.... There was a fellow there in the city and his wife couldn't walk. When
she was walking a hot day | think she put her feet in cold water and whatever
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happened to her legs, the blood got --I don't know--it couldn't circulate well. And she
went to every doctor you can think of. She went to the big cities and she was going
just everywhere. Her husband was an importer and exporter of eggs, Ukrainian
fellow--that's how | saved my life. So what happened, somebody told him, "What do
you have to lose? Try leeches." So he came, and | went with my father to his house.
He put leeches on her legs where the doctor made those marks. | don't 60
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