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But we did whatever we could. (You have to get ten men?) Ten men. But we
couldn't get ten men. But we still, whoever came in from the family, they said the
daily prayers.  And then the time became more difficult and difficult every day.
There was very little to eat. They used to give us ra? tioned bread. Very little.
Everybody had a little bit of food in the house. When they'd run out, there was
hunger. We tried to buy food from the Polish people or Ukrainian people. They used
to come in through the fence and they used to sell-- if you had enough money or if
you had something for exchange, they would bring you bread or milk or whatever.
At a later date the German police wouldn't allow it, they used to watch all those
places.  I remember I couldn't stand staying home. I went to my aunt's. She lived in
a dif? ferent part of the city--that was before they made the ghetto. She lived in a
dis? trict that was mostly Christian people, where we lived in a district that was
mostly Jewish people. I was so afraid I couldn't stay there. There was a small
synagogue there, and a big synagogue there--and the people went to pray to God.
The Germans came in, they locked the doors, they put kerosene around the build- 
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they set it afire. And people who tried to escape, they shot. Shot.  I went to work for
the Germans. They got all the younger people to wash their dirty clothes. They were
stationed in our school; we used to go to school there. In the basement we washed
clothes. And there was no washing machines or things like that. But they had big
kettles. They used to like to boil their clothes after you washed them. And then they
had big tables and brushes and we used to scrub the clothes on those tables. And
then rinse them and ring them and hang them out.  And that was the good times,
because there was a big kettle that we used to cook the food for the soldiers--one
pot: big, big pot--and we used to go get a little bowl of soup. We'd get the same
soup that the soldiers were getting. I was able to bring some food home. That was
the good times.  Then they changed it. Then they took Polish girls, Ukrainian girls to
do their work.  I "The Inn with the View" '"'  "OxjudlfL Cove Irm,  CANADA SELEQ B 
On the Cabot Trail  IVIargaree Harbour  Nova Scotia BOE 2B0  Phone (902)
235-2658 1-800-565-9993 Fax (902) 235-2592  Licensed Air Conditio Dining Roc 

page 1 / 2

http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/item.php?itemid=5285
http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/category.php?categoryid=147


Cape Breton's Magazine

fresh seafoc  Ideal vacat  headquarte  on Cape Bre Relaxed atmos  Your Host The
Laurent  GILLIS  iSbmecare  ??Mi BUILDING CENTREHH  wmm'i  THAT NEW HOME 
CALL US FOR AN ESTIMATE  FLOOR h ROOF TRUSSES  KINGS ROAD, SYDNEY RIVER 
539-0738  HOMES  msjd  ' Complete Home Packages Cottages  •  Garages Contact
Darren Wilcox: 539-0738  71

page 2 / 2


