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her name after my father. And all they had was a kerosene lamp. And they said,
"You can go in, you can go in." That cousin of ours was working somewhere and he
had the papers that he could go in and out. So he closed the trap door, and he put
the wood and the kindling on the side. And we were sitting there. Shaking. And we
could hear the German police, we could hear the Ukrai? nian police, running
through those rooms and looking...for the Jews. Looking for the Jews. And run in,
and they'd run out. And we were just shaking to survive. And then the lamp, the
kerosene lamp--I don't know how long we were sitting there, or how long that action
was going on--they had a quota, they have to kill today, say, 2,000 people.... We
were sitting in that basement, and the lamp went out. And then they said, "Oh,
that's a sign there's no more air. We OPEN 9 to 9 24 Flavours of Ice Cream! Fresh
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suffocate." And the baby started to cry. When the baby started to cry we could hear
the police still around the house. "Somebody's here! We hear a baby crying! We
hear a baby cry? ing! Somebody's here!" And my cousin said, "I'm going to choke
the baby." She took her by the throat, because they'd hear where the baby is. We
(were) all going to lose our lives. But my mother said, "No, you're not going to
choke the baby. She got her name after my husband. And if we die, we die all
together." And she wouldn't let her choke that baby. All of a sudden we hear
hollering: "Come out! Come out! Action is over!" Just in the last minute. "The action
is over." And then we just breathed a sigh of relief, you know. And we all put our
mouths to the soil trying to breathe. And | don't know how long...minutes were just
like hours. But my cousin came and he opened that hatch--took away that wood,
opened the hatch--and he had to practically drag us out because we were, from not
having enough air to breathe, we were kind of like half dopey, you know. It was a
very, very strange thing. Then we found out what happened to the people that they
took and the way they killed them. And it was behind the city. The place was called
Petrikov. It was hills. They took those people out to dig mass graves in that place,
and they threw all those people in. What they did was VOLUME ONE BOOKSTORE
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