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Lauchie wouldn't marry her 'til the MacDonnells moved out, so we had six months to
watch her trying to make up her mind. Of course, she couldn't be sure Rory loved
her. He might of been laughing at her. With him you couldn't tell for sure. | could,
but I'd been watching him for years. Every time she came to the house he shook her
hand, and he curled his middle finger so it stuck in her palm, but he did it so it
looked like he was mak? ing fun of Lauchie, how formal he was when he introduced
them. "Rory," he had said, "may | present to you my fiancee, Liza." And Rory shook
her hand, like he did every time after, even after the marriage, and said, like an
Englishman in the movies, "Aw? fully good of you to come," and everybody about
doubled over laughing, except, of course, Lauchie and, of course, our mother; she
stood there and waited for things to get back to "normal." So Liza and Lauchie got
married; Mother died ¢ "mission | accomplished, | suppose," Rory said. And they
lived across the wall from us, and honest to God we never heard a peep out of them
'til their kid was born. Then we heard the kid. They called him Rory. He cried for two
years. When he stopped, Liza started. Both our stairs went up the wall that
separated us and | first heard her through that wall, sitting on her stairs, sobbing.
Af? ter that | took to going over eve? ry day to console her, but she never admitted
to anything, though she knew | knew. She caught on pretty quick how much alike
we were. She talked about it one night we were play? ing cards, which we did every
Friday. "If me and her," she said, meaning me, "if we got our x- rays mixed up, they
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to tell which one had T.B." We all looked at her but Lau? chie; he looked at his
cards. "What's it mean, anyway, T.B.?" he said. "Tough biscuit," Rory said. "You
wouldn't need an x-ray to figure that out," | said, thinking to make a joke, but when
| looked at Liza for her littie smile, she was crying, and | knew there was no secret
between us. When littie Rory was five and about to go to school they left him with
us on the miners' vacation and went to Halifax to visit Liza's sister and get Lauchie's
lungs looked at. "The little bugger needs a little fun before he goes to school," Rory
said, and gave him every minute of his time, took him everywhere, showed him
everything he could think of, even took him down the pit and showed him where
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him and his father worked. When Lauchie and Liza came back, the boy wouldn't go
back with them. They had to drag him back. Then he started school and every day
he came home he came to the wrong gate and landed in our place. Lauchie would
have to come over and drag him back. "I thought | told you to come straight
home." "l forgot," he'd say. He kept it up 'til we locked him out. We had to, to keep
Lauchie from getting desperate. But he'd start again every time he went through a
new phase of growing, until he got to be nine, and after that he wouldn't do his
homework except at our place. He hated school, but he was first in his class
because he did so much homework. Of course, Rory helped him; he couldn't re?
sist; and when he got to Grade Nine and Rory couldn't help him anymore he started
to teach big Rory. He taught him Algebra, French, Latin, Geometry, Chemistry,
English, and God knows He used to bring home the exams and would do them and
make high marks, known | was that smart I'd a stayed Udder Delight Ice Cream
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