Cape Breton's Magazine
Cape Breton’s P 9
MAGAZINE

Page 35 - With Alex Currie, Frenchvale
ISSUE : Issue 73
Published by Ronald Caplan on 1998/6/1

(Oh, that's beautiful. It's not just heel and heel as it is on the strathspey. It's heel,
toe-heel--is that what it is?) Yeah, you can do it with your toe. On the reel, you're
doing it the toe and the heel, see. On the strathspey you can do it with two heels
going, or the toe and the heel, see. (And with the march before that, how do your
feet go with a march?) March? Well, the march goes with the tune. It's a 2/4, 2/6, or
2/8. Whatever time they want you to play on the march. Is it a 2/4 or 2/6-- you go by
the beat. (Alex jigs the tune and taps out the beat.) You're marching along. One
foot is hitting the ground, different time. The time is the main part of music.
Regard? less of the march, strathspey, or reel, or what it is. You've got to have the
time with it. Every time is a different beat. Like a reel and strathspey have got a
different beat. Marches have got a different, slower beat, like 2/4, or something like
that. But when | joined the army, | didn't know what 2/4 (or) 2/6 meant, see. So
when | got in with the band--well, we played "The Campbells Are Coming" 2/4 style.
Then you know it. They'd take off, and you'd have to follow the beat with your feet.
Once you got going, you'd see the other guy how he's doing. But there was no talk
of strathspey or reel in the army. (None at all.) No. When | went through Montreal,
we were--in 1940 or '42, we were on a recruiting tour. We came through Valcartier,
down through Quebec. And we stopped in Richmond, Que? bec. Supposed to be a
lot of Scotch in Richmond. So...that was early in the eve? ning. So this old fellow
came over to the bandmaster, or the pipe major. He said, "I've got two daughters.
Any of you fel? lows can play pipe music for them?" "No," he said. And he's a pipe
major, he's sup? posed to know all the tunes. But he never did that. He never
played strathspey or reel; just marching, you know. "No," he said, "lI've got a fellow
here from Cape Breton Is? land. And | cer? tainly believe he'd play for you." So he
came over to me, "Would you play for this old fel? low's daughters?" | said, "What
do they want?" "Strathspey and reel." Well, | got up on the stage there.. in Quebec.
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