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(sawmill), and he told them he'd run his mill on electric. So they said, "If you run her
on electric, we'll run the line." Because that itself would take care of it. And then
(the house) can get the power. And when the mill goes (eventually), well, they!'ll
(still) have the power--they'l1 have it forever then. Even when he moves the mill
away. So that's what he did. So this old fellow was working with him ¢ Neil
MacLennan. And he composed a song for it, in Gaelic. interest in them then. Not as
much as you should have had. (Why?) | don't know in the world. (Did other people
than yourself have more of an interest, or less?) Well, the older people had more,
see. But as kids you wouldn't have an interest in it. All you wanted to do was get
outside, | guess, or whatever. But | could have learned a lot more than | did. Now,
my brother Donald, he learned an awful lot of them, because he was interested in
them. He learned all the older songs. Boy, he had an awful whack of them. Well,
you wouldn't believe the song he made for him. About chasing the night owls away,
and all this. Oh, it was wicked. This fel? low was wild at him, too. (Laughing.) And
he worked with this fellow at the time. He picked all the things that happened all
through it, and he put it all together and composed a song about it! (And then sur?
prise you with it in public.) Yeah. That's it! Oh, he made a good one there. We used
to get him to sing that one a lot. Once you heard it once then you'd just laugh at it.
You'd get kind of wild first, though. {Laughter,) Because everything you did or
anything that went on, would be in it, see. From the time they'd start ¢ then all the
stuff, the owls had to leave the woods, and the deer couldn't live there-- it was too
bright with the electricity, out there in the woods. All this stuff. Boy, he was good at
that. (Do you remember when you first started learning songs or was it just
because you heard them all the time?) Just heard them all the time, just picked
them up. | never really learned them, but just listened to the rest. Father singing
them and whoev- er'd be around singing songs. You'd pick them up so easy then.
But, see, you had no (Were there many people around here who made their own
songs?) Quite a few. There was a half a dozen, anyway, that | knew of. (That's a lot
from just a little....) Little area, yeah. And they made good songs. But it was not
important to me (then), the songs. (Did they do them for deaths?) No. No, | don't
think they ever did anything for that, no. (Birthdays?) | don't think. | don't know of
any they did. It was more so just things you did.... Pretty well any? thing. You
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