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The island's all grown over. No woods on it. Grown over with brush. Only water we
had, we'd catch the water what'd shoot off the roof of the buildings for washing and
for other uses. But for drinking water, we had to row across the bay. And that was
done all through my grandfather's life, right up to my life. But when I built down
there, in Isle-aux-Morts, I built a house on the mainland. My wife didn't like the
island because she had to row back and forth. I started building there, but she
talked me out of it. We went on the main? land and built a house.  I can't tell you
who (else) to ask about it, 'cause I'm the last guy.  (What did the women in your
family do while you were out fishing?) That's what they did too. My mother was a
real fisherman. She had on oilskins and men's knits, catching the herring for bait.
She'd sit down and make a net, mend a net, she could do any? thing. All the women
was that way. All the old ones. Everybody jumped in. My poor old  DON'S   FLOWERS
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oilskins, same as a man. They didn't wear oilskins or pants. They wore an oilskin
petticoat, they used to call it. She'd be out in the dory with me, hauling the nets. If
there was a hole in the net she'd take the needle and sew it while I was holding
onto the net.  (Was that common for women to go out on the boat?) Well, not every
woman did it, but a lot of them did do it. My mother did it, and all our family. There
were about twelve sisters. My mother never had no sisters. My gremdmother. There
was twelve of them emd every one of them were fisheannen. The same way. They
could do anything. She was a mid? wife, too, eh. No doctors or nurses in them days.
I don't know where she got the learn? ing, but she was a midwife. So was my moth?
er, but my mother had a little learning. But my grandmother, I don't know where
she got the learning from.  My grandfather, he ran away from England, too. I don't
know whether he had any learning or not. But my mother--her uncle took her up to
Codroy and they had some kind of a school going up there. She had good
education.  In isle-aux-Morts, when I was growing up, the schoolteachers they'd give
you there •  they only had about Grade Four their own selves. That's true. Down in
Newfoundland, in St. John's, they'd send all these teachers up, but they only had
Grade Four or Six. They always used the strap, or cane, or put a chair over your
head and stick you up in a corner. That's why you didn't learn.  (When you lived on
Isle-aux-Morts, after the day's fishing was done, what would  il  IIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllll
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