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shook me up when I realized my brother, who was pretty near as close to her as I
was, told me he didn't see. And he was looking at me when she went by • and he
nor my aunt didn't see anything. You know, there never was a storm, before or
since, anything to compare with the great August Gale (l873). I was married 56
years in August • and at the time I'm going to tell you about, I wasn't married. Fa?
ther and I were in Little Bras d'Or in a vessel. And we were tied up at the live lobster
factorjr wharf. They had a live lobster hatchery. They used to take lob? sters in
there and they'd spawn. When they'd grow up so much, they'd spill them out in the
water. God, they had quite a set-up there once upon a time. Well, we were tied up
at the hatchery wharf. We run in there in a north-easter. And the wind got so heavy
that the vessel was tearing the wharf to pieces. So we let go from the wharf the
next morning and we i?un up the harbour • bare poles, no sails on the ves? sel. And
we had a lO-horsepower engine in her. And I had the engine going full speed astern.
I believe she was making 25 miles an hour up the harbour before that north? easter.
And we went up the harbour and there was a point came out this way, buck? ing in
like that • there was a great cove in behind it • and father just doubled her in
aroiind that point and stuck her bow in the bank. And I jumped out off of the bow?
sprit and made a line fast to a tree, and father tied it up aboard. And we just layed
there against the bank. The water was deep right into the bank. After awhile, there
was an old man • well, he wasn't so terrible old. He was smart. And he came
aboard. He was named Jesso or Jessome. He came down in the cabin. He and father
were talking. And he started tell? ing about the August Gale. He rid the Au? gust
Gale out in a 27-ton boat. And there was 5 sail of them, 5 vessels, fishing on a bank.
The great August Gale sprung up and the other 4 vessels went down. He was the
only one out of the 5 that survived. And he told father he had nothing left, only the
two masts. He said there wasn't enough canvas left on her to blow your hose. The
booms and the gaffs, everything, were beat off of her. He had nothing but the two
masts. But he didn't lose 'ere a man. And he rid the August Gale out. My father was
a boat builder. And he used to build vessels. Capt. J.J. Fitzgerald, they called him. He
built little schooners and he used to run them himself. Used to carry freight. Coastal
schooners they called them. Ran to St. Paul's. Haul from Cape North to Sydney and
back. Louisbourg and up the lakes. He used to build them out of what they called
chopped timbers' Used to cut the wood crooked, like that stem I've got there. Look
for the tree with a bend in it, and hew it. They used to put the frames of 6 x 6 • 6
inches thick, 6 inches wide • oh boy, that was an awful, awful size wood • in a
vessel about 60 feet on top. The vessel would be all framed with that. And then
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